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My Brother Knights, We have had 
a very busy past month and I was 
very pleased on the turnout for 

the events that we had.
The Tootsie Roll drive was very  

successful. We collected over $2100. 
This will go towards a Charity of our 
choosing. If you volunteered during this 
time I want to say Thank You. This is one 
of the biggest fundraiser that the Knights 
of Columbus has for Supreme. 

I also want to say thank you for all 
our Brothers who were so generous in 
donating fund towards Father Emery’s 
Car. As you know we were asked by 
the Church to help procure a vehicle for  
Father Emery as the vehicle he had was 
not in the best of shape. We were able 
to collect over $11,000. We were able 
to get him a 2010 Hyundai Elantra. We 
have put a picture of Father standing  
in front of it the day we picked it up.  
Special thanks go to Julio Alvarez, who 
did not say no when I asked him to take 
on this challenge. Julio, took the time out 
of busy schedule to help get the money 
and to contact the dealership. We also 
got him a license plate holder that says 
Proud to be a Knight of Columbus.

 As Knights this is what we are  
all about. We help support not only  
Charities but also we support our Priests 
when we need to. I am very proud to 

A Declaration of Love

St. Stephen Catholic School is blessed to have such love  
and support from our local Knights of Columbus, St. Stephen 
Council 14084. By their generous donation, our school now 
has a gorgeous vocations chalice and paten which will rotate  

between each class, EC3-8th grades. 
It was engraved with this quote from Saint John Paul II, “His calling  

is a declaration of Love.” Each class now has the opportunity, as a  
community of faith and learning, to pray upon this declaration of love and 
for all those contemplating God’s Call. It makes Christ’s sacrifice in and 
through the Eucharist present for all to see and consider how Christ may 
be calling our students to a life of serving HIM. 

The Chalice and Paten were presented by our Grand Knight Ed 
Sleyzak and Faithful Navigator Julio Alvarez, Jr. to our principal Dr. Mark 
Majeski during our All School Mass Ash Wednesday. Father Emery  
consecrated and blessed the chalice during mass and it was then  
presented and took residence for the first week in the 8th grade  
classroom. 

Through this Vocations Chalice program may our faith awaken 
God’s call in the hearts, minds, and souls of our students! Our Knights  
continue to shower our school with prayers, love, and support and for that  
St. Stephen Catholic School is eternally grateful. V
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be the Grand Knight of such a great  
Council! We have always stepped up 
to complete a task when we have been 
asked to and we always go over and  
beyond what we have been asked to do. 

The next big Event we have coming 
up is Kasino Knight. This is going to 
be held on March 27th inside the tent 
on the Church grounds. This is a much 
larger venue than what we have had in 
the past and we are expecting to have 
a very good crowd. I hope that you are 
planning on attending as well as working 
during this event. The Monies Collected 
will be used towards Catholic Education. 
Please look for additional information to 
come out via email and flyers. Tickets will 
be available  via WeShare, At the Church 
office and at the School Office.

During the 1st Degree in February we 
had 6 new Catholic Gentlemen join our 
Council. Please take the time to say hello 
to them when you see them. There is a 
picture of them in the Newsletter along 
with their names. 

Please take the rest of Lent and  
reflect on what our Lord has done for us 
and what it means to you. We all have a 
different calling in life but we as Knights 
have the same mission.  As Knights we 
need to be a good representative of the 
Catholic Faith and not be afraid to let 
people know who we are and what we 
stand for. Christianity is under attack 
from all angles and we as Knights need 
to be ready to defend it!  Please keep our  
Deacons, Priests, Bishops, Cardinals 
and of course Pope Francis in your 
prayers.

May God Bless this wonder Council. 
Father Michael J. McGivney Pray for us.        
May Queen of the Knights pray for us. V

A Key to Financial Success

Last August, the 132nd Supreme  
Convention took place in Orlando, Fla., 
under the theme “You Will All Be Broth-
ers: Our Vocation to Fraternity.” Our 

theme was inspired by Pope Francis’ message 
for the 2014 World Day of Peace, which was 
titled “Fraternity, the Foundation and Pathway 
to Peace.”

In that message, the Holy Father address-
es many different aspects of how the Chris-
tian concept of “fraternity” can renew society. 
The pope states that the key to true economic  
reform is to see each person “not just as some 
kind of instrument, with a work capacity and 
physical strength to be exploited at low cost and then discarded when no 
longer useful, but as our ‘neighbor.’”

Pope Francis continues, “Christian solidarity presumes that our neigh-
bor is loved … as another brother or sister.”

In other words, the pope is calling on us to build a nation of neighbors 
who treat each other as true brothers and sisters.

This, of course, is not a new concept to the Knights of Columbus. More 
than a century ago, our founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, proposed 
a vision of Catholic brotherhood for the men of his time. This vision not 
only strengthened Catholic family and parish life during the 19th century, 
but it has also continued to offer an attractive avenue for men to live out 
their vocations.

Father McGivney understood that the “key” to a Catholic way of life 
was precisely to see society through the fraternal lens of charity and  
unity. In other words, the vocation of a true Catholic “knight” is to love his 
neighbor as another brother or sister.

In his World Day of Peace message, Pope Francis goes on to insist 
that contemporary society is in need of a “rediscovery of fraternity in the 
economy.” He also calls for society to “rediscover the virtues of prudence, 
temperance, justice and strength.” These virtues, he says, “can help us 
to overcome difficult moments and to recover the fraternal bonds which 
join us one to another.”

The Knights of Columbus can make an important contribution here as 
well. For decades, we have operated a top-rated insurance program for 
our members using the motto: “Insurance by brother Knights, for brother 
Knights.” Fraternity has been the foundation for what has become one of 
the most sustainable and successful business enterprises in the Catholic 
world.

Whether we consider the development of our insurance products,  
the investment strategies that support them, or the outstanding agents 
who make them available to our brother Knights, our Catholic frater-
nal “business” model is truly unique in today’s marketplace. We do not  
divide the world among consumers and customers, shareholders and  
stakeholders, union members and management. Instead, our business 

A Key to Financial Success con’t page 5
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Last month, St. Stephen Knights of Columbus Council held their  
annual Retreat at Our Lady of Divine Providence House of Prayer.  
Fr. Robert Credecha lead the Retreat which was a very positive  

experience for all the Knights who attended.
The goal of a Knights of Columbus retreat is to come together as a  

distinct and unique Catholic Men’s Group with a unified commitment  
to perform and support many charitable causes in our community.  
Through our common purpose, we grow stronger in our Knights’  
Council and benefit by working as a team. V

A Day of Reflection

Squires in Action

The Squires had two main activities in January.  We had a Squires 
Investiture on January 8th in the place of our regular monthly meet-
ing.  James DeLuca and Alex Ordonez were inducted as Squires.  

Deputy Grand Knight Mark Lovejoy helped officiate the ceremony.
The Squires had their second annual Shopping for the Homeless 

event at Costco on January 31st.  They split into two teams each with 
$100 to spend.  They funded the event with money earned from the Keep 
Christ in Christmas card sale. They bought $206.66 worth of non perish-
able food to be donated to Veterans Administration Volunteer Services 
through Assembly 1850 representatives.  The Squires had a great time 
and had a lot of discussion within the teams on what items to buy, trying 
to get the most for their money.

The Squires also participated with Kay’s Ministry Feed the Homeless 
in February.

The Columbian Squires, the official youth organization of the Knights 
of Columbus, is a leadership development program for young Catholic 
men, 10-18 years old. The Columbian Squires program strives to provide 
“the spiritual, cultural, civic, social and physical improvement of its mem-
bers, and the development of their leadership qualities.” V
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 
S/K Julio Alvarez

Faithful Captain 
S/K John Cirello  

Faithful Pilot 
S/K John Montaldo  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mike Grogan  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Steve Haines 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak 

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K Pete Card

S/K Mark Lovejoy

Admiral 
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 1 Year
S/K John Berrie

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Larry Evers 

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Mike Formato

Please welcome our new 1st degree Knights:
From Left to Right: Osa Penny, Charles and Christian Mowery, DGK Mark 
Lovejoy, Roland Tiso, Anthony Killian and Rob Daegel.

Newly Knighted
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St. Stephen Council 
January Birthdays

Thursday March 12 The Light is on for your- Lenten Confessions
Thursday March 19 Lenten Penance Service
Saturday March 21 2nd Degree St. Stephen School, 8:00am
March 21-22  Pre-sales for Kasino Knight tickets, coffee &  

donuts after Masses
March 23, 24, 25 Lenten Mission 
Wednesday March 25  K of C National Day of Prayer for the Unborn
Friday March 27 Kasino Knight 2015
Saturday March 28 1st Degree St. Stephen School, 8:00am
Sunday March 29  Palm Sunday, Founders Day 133rd Anniversary 

of the Knights of Columbus
Friday April 17 7pm-9pm - Family Pot Luck Social

Upcoming Dates

Upcoming Mass Dates
May 3, 2015  8:00 AM Corporate Mass (Sunday)

What is a Knights of Columbus Corporate Mass?  Many Councils join 
together to share a Mass as a corporate body in order to strengthen our 
bonds of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  All are encouraged to attend these 
Corporate Mass’ with their Families, as we celebrate and share our faith 
as one Knights of Columbus family.  V

Carl Belanger 3/14

Mark Beyers 3/13

Scott Carter 3/4

Arthur Del Vescovo 3/19

Frank Hannington 3/8

Scott Huetteman 3/8

Richard Hughes 3/13

John Kulesa 3/23

Christopher Lewis 3/21

Louis Maloni 3/17

James Mayberrie 3/23

Jerry Mohr 3/11

Paul Muckenthaler 3/13

Conal Murphy 3/14

Blase Nicosia 3/7

Felix Perez 3/2

Stephen Powell 3/10

Keith Remson 3/14

Allen Rios 3/16

Samuel Ross 3/3

Christopher Ross 3/24

Jeffrey Stephanz 3/19

Brian Swetnam 3/3

decisions are measured by a fraternal calculus: What is best for our 
brother Knights and their families?

Some may say that this is a kind of idealism that cannot compete in 
the real world of business. On the contrary, the tremendous success we 
have achieved in recent years demonstrates that our approach is the 
height of what I would describe as Catholic realism.

We deal with real persons, not with economic abstractions. Our focus 
is on the person who is always worthy of respect and who always should 
take precedence over profit.

Admittedly, a business is not a charity. Profit is absolutely necessary 
to the strength and sustainability of any business venture and especially 
for an insurance program that depends on its ability to keep a financial 
promise many decades into the future. But as I have said, profit is not the 
first or most important value — it does not define our mission.

In this issue of Columbia you will read about a new and important 
initiative: Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors. This initiative will make 
available to Catholic institutions across the United States the same  
Catholic fraternal business perspective that has become the hallmark of 
our Order.

In so doing, we believe that it will offer new opportunities for a  
sustainable, Catholic approach to financial decision-making that will 
greatly benefit the entire Catholic community. It may even inspire a  
paradigm shift in economic thinking that can, in the words of Pope  
Francis, make us a nation of true neighbors.

Vivat Jesus! V

A Key to Financial Success con’t from page 2
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We continue to pray and to  
sacrifice as the Season of 
Lent continues. We ask  
God in a special way, to 

strengthen our resolve on our journey. 
Hopefully, this is a time of renewal and 
spiritual strength for all of us.

There are so many ways that Lent  
can help us draw closer to Jesus. Prayer 
is certainly central to this process. Ev-
ery week we can be looking for opportu-
nities to spend more time with the Lord.  
Maybe it’s when we’re alone, driving in 
traffic. Maybe it’s early in the morning or 
late at night, when we take some special time for meditation and prayer. 
Perhaps we draw closer by some act of charity or kindness that otherwise 
we would not think of were it not the Season of Lent.

We can be sure that God will send these moments our way if we are 
alert and open to them. Let’s have that insight that we need to allow 
God’s grace to flow to our hearts.

And let us continue to pray for one another. V

Fr. Robert J. Schneider
Pastor

Working Together

Thank you for all our Brothers who were so generous in donating fund 
towards Father Emery’s Car. As you know we were asked by the Church 
to help procure a vehicle for Father Emery as the vehicle he had was not 
in the best of shape. We were able to collect over $11,000and  get him a 
2010 Hyundai Elantra. V

Our Principles
Charity - Knights recognize that our 

mission, and our faith in God, compels 
us to action. There is no better way to 
experience love and compassion than 
by helping those in need, a call we an-
swer every day.

Unity – Members of the Knights of 
Columbus all know that – together – 
we can accomplish far more than any 
of us could individually. 

Fraternity – The Order’s top-rated 
insurance program continues to do this 
today, as do individual Knights, who 
last year gave more than 10 million 
hours of their time to assist sick and/or 
disabled members and their families. 
In the Knights of Columbus, we watch 
out for and take care of one another.

Patriotism – Members of the 
Knights of Columbus are proud of 
our devotion to God and country, and 
believe in standing up for both. The 
Knights remind the world that Catholics 
support their nations and are amongst 
the greatest citizens. V
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KNIGHTLY NEWS

This newsletter is a publication of  
St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights 
of Columbus Council 14084.

For more information or to offer a 
contribution, visit our website at: 

www.KofC14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2014-2015

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
Ed Sleyzak

Deputy Grand Knight 
Mark Lovejoy

Chancellor   
Larry Evers

Warden 
John Berry
Advocate   

Rick Hughes
Recorder   

Paul Spinler
Financial Secretary   

Alex Czopek
Treasure   

Bill Rupert
Trustees   

Steve Haines, Patrick Roach,  
Julio Alvarez

Guards  
Bob Murray, Pete Card, 

Rich Sarkowski

Knightly Honors
Family of the Month 

Knight of the Month

Gerry Coffey

Chris Klein

We all know the old adage, 
“the grass always seems 
greener on the other side 

of the fence.” When it comes to  
replacing your existing Knights of  
Columbus life insurance with coverage  
offered by another company, the 
adage holds true.  Perceptions 
are deceiving.  A move to the other 
side of the fence might seem like a 
good one, but it can leave you with 
less green in your wallet – in some  
cases, a lot less.  That’s why it pays to  
remember another old saying, “Read 
the fine print.”

There are many reasons to keep your existing coverage in force, 
whether that coverage is with the Knights of Columbus or with another 
company.  There are two major potential pitfalls of replacing coverage. 
Be sure that any agent trying to convince you that the grass actually is 
greener covers these key factors.

First, it’s unlikely that you can obtain the same amount of coverage, 
for the same premium, that you were able to obtain with your existing 
contract.  The two factors that determine how much you’ll need to pay for 
life insurance coverage are age and health.  Certainly, you’re older now 
than you were when you took out your current coverage.  There’s no way 
around that one.  And you have to ask yourself, has your health changed 
during that time?  Is your blood pressure the same?  Your cholesterol?  
Have you gained weight?  All these factors affect the amount of coverage 
you’ll get for your premium dollar.

Second, all life insurance contracts contain a contestability period, 
which allows the insurer to contest claims made for a period (typically 
two years) after the contract is issued.  Chances are this is no longer an 
issue with your current coverage.

If someone encourages you to replace – or worse, drop - your existing 
coverage with any insurer, please call me.  I’ll show you how your existing 
coverage is working for you and why replacement is rarely in your best 
interest.

I’m at 813-728-5338 or Charles.lusky@kofc.org.  Call me – let’s talk. V

The Grass is Rarely Greener


